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D wowards overall victory,

Gerry Marshall presses om in hiv Shaw & Kilburn Viva on

Iy way o helping the Viva

Birkett Six Hours to VDC

By JUSTIN HALER

TU many the institutional Birkeii Six
Hours team relay B the epilome of
Britain’s abundance of club racing, and
last Saturday the T3O0MC continued. the irend
for the 19th time, % ever on the Silverstone
club circuit, This year's event can in no way
be regarded as a classic, for the winning team,
the Viva Driver's Clab, led most of the way
despite bricfly being headed by the unners-up,
the Historic Sports Car Chib, who like the
viciors put on o really fing show. Epic or not,
the stalwarts and enthusiams, who formed the
vast mapority of the audwence, wenl away well
salisfied that tmadition hagd not changed, and
above all that, with the help of sponsosship
from Cary & Car Coviversions, the evenl had
taken place at all.

e & Hours is undoubtedly an event for the
fum of the competitor, and evidence of this
wis only oo clearly shown as breathless dn-
vers with sick mouniz rushed aboul o save
valuable secomnds in getting their sash back o
a team member, or as drivers and their helpers
worked frantically in the paddock 1o get their

cars back in Al condrion

Just belore | pm the 17 teams, made up of
ns strange @ collection of machinery as one
could possibly capect 1o sec al one meeling,
received their final inructions from the 17
would-be Ken Tyrrells and assembled in the
damp conditions for the sian

S0 the flag dropped and away rocketed the
potpourr with CGerry Marshall in the smaller
Shaw & Kilbum Viva, the number 1 VDC
eniry, gamely pushing the fast twin-cam Mil-
mor Mk 7 GT of John Gray (Odids & Sods),
With 38 credii laps w0 their benchin, the Yiva
team manager Rodney Spokes was looking
happy already

Although Marshall, afier Ainging the Viva
around the truck and really setting the team
wup to cope with any time-wasting troubles, had
used his maximum time allowance by the end
of the fist hour, ihe Viva DC were sitting
pretty. In  fact during the whole six
hours, their major troghles were coufined to
& broken gearbox on Bob Beaumont's GT and
o lnck of revs on the Marhallf Heasell § & K

Chriz Warwick Dvale's Loto-Brisvol 10, g member of the second-placed Historic Sporis
Car Club team, heads Eddie Heasell in the 5 & K Viva.

car, which was brought out, in faci, near the
end for Eddic Heasell 1o do some brisk lnppery.
Undoubtedly the biggest worry to the Viva DC
were the Historic Sports Car Club men, who
had Mike MeGrth's Daype, David  Muir-
head's Frazer Mash Targa Florio, Tony
Imrie’s  Tojeiro-Bristol, Frc Hall's Heabey
Elfiott and the Loms-Bristol 105 of FS5000
Cooper man Chris Dmke, and Ken Rogers (ex-
Clifl Davis) on their ftrengih. With three mare
hafdicap laps than the Viva DC, and with omly
the Davrian-lmp and the two 750 (cams on
greater allowanocs, they were the Viva DOC'%
mos serous challengers,

It ook the Historic men over two and a
half hours o get themselves up on terms with
the Viva pedallers, and for an hour ihey
pulled out & bit of a lead, wniil Jeremy
Lawrence™s highly modificd 13000, and Bob
Beaument, Chris Cobumn, Eddic Heasell and
Peter Garratt in Xitre GTs: managed to
retake  them and  poll away. MeGroth's
Detype was  limiled to 80 laps, thus ithe
prime runners were the two old Louses, boh
of which went well, although Rogers stopped
oul on the crouit with o serous oil leak i the
closing stages

Before the event the scraich team. compris-
ing the Mike Spence entries of Ted Bunce and
Ken Bates in the exdGLTI Egropn 47, Peter
Bewver (Lotus-SCA 23 GT) and Vivien Tal
fourd-Cook {Crinettn G2 1/c), with support
from Chris Maltin in the G5 Faure Porsche
911, were favourites. However, their prohbems
wene numerous, starting off with engine seizure
in the 911, which lorced them 1o substitute
Maltin's father's old road 3560, which did not
lighten their handicap burden. However, all
might have been well had nol Bunce man inio
a sucorssion of troubles starting off winh a
plug lead which jumped out, and progresung
vin & punciure to a broken exhoust, all of
which were fxed, bt bost them time. The final
drmw came when the 47 ground 1o 4 halt on
the Straight, having rua oul of petrol. Luckily,
the rapid Beaver 23 wans quick to the rescue,

and it ran well. Taking In account all their
troubles, the Winsor CC team did very well
to even make the finish, let alone in oimth
phace

Ancther “'big banger” team expected 1o do
well was the Aston Marnin Owners” Club,
who appeared with & swunning armay of four
DBAGT Fagaios in the hands of Tom Leake,
Hall Butcher, Mick Cussons and Bob Owen.
However, they had their sei-backs with Leake
suffering a broken cluich, and others fndng
their brakes boiling. They hung on to their
early fourth place, but ulimately dropped o
fifth spot as the Austin-Healey Club, 23 laps
behind their rivals of the Cars & Car Conver-
song leam, drew in the 1:|u.|g.u'i1|t Nk,

The prize for the best triers of the day mast
surcly go o the Surrey Sporiing MO who
arrived with Ken and Clive Dart in their 1.3
Mini-Cooper 8, Phil Austen in a similar car
nnd bmve Paual Syrret with an ancient Sprifes
cogined AlS, which spent much of §ls racing
time dicing with COCC man Jim Gavin in his
Marathon Escort. That they made the finish,
afbeit im L1th place, i remarkable, for their
problems incloded the spectncular loss of Ken
Digrt who rollesd his Mini oot of existence at
Wondcote. The second Mind relieved him, and
alihoiglh be looked as f he was all ssl to
poari his tcam-mate m the bank, he managed 1o
kecp the sash circalnting

Early star John Gray with the Milmor was
having twin-cum amd [uel pump dilficulties, al-
though the old Elve Courier s/c of the team
ron surprisingly well, as did Mike Fulford,
the other Odds & ‘"ll.|\ man with his AC Ace
Apart from Bes |I.I-I|"|l'~l'|=l s gearbox dramas with
the leading team's Viva, and the cnsuing aitack
of both the Historic SCC for the lead, and the
pttack of the Austin-Healey men (Richard
Budd, prodection Le Mans coupé, Arhor
Appleby, ex-Targa °66 Sprite  coupé, and
former works driver Johnm Harmms in s Seh-
ring), against the Car & Car Conversions e,
this year's Six Hours wos no classic,
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The Darvian team—with ane [-lifre race and
one 875 road-going car—had their problems;
with cluich nnd throdile cable problems already
hmdermg them, they ﬂru]:ql-nf well out of the
running when the faster version hit the bank
ot Copsp afier ifs brakes had failed. Lucksly
there was no damage, bui the other Davrian
was having spme difficully in keeping the pace
a3 f was running only a standard gearbox

The MG CC Spridgets started ofl number
seven seed with a surprisingly few 19 credit
laps, bul some sterling work by the pair of
ex-Dhick Jacobs Midget coupés of Malcolm and
Sid Beer, Mourice Wiggins' Sprile and Brinn
Haneock™s Midget saw ithem fight their way
through into the iop ten. They scemed doomed
to cighth place or =0 as the final couple of
howrs rolked up, but them Malkolm Beer
really staried to get his Midget moving, until
he rolied it at Becketts, losing very littbe, timse,
and incurring very littke damage as it hap-
pened. The other MG team, the T Register
men, with Ghnn Giosti in hed THB and Hon
Gammons, CThris Jones, Gerry Brown  and
Faddy Wilkmer in their TCs, ran smoothly and
quietly throughout o take a fne sinth overall

Peier Si Barbe was in the WEV-Reliani 750
Special, one of the cars which had featured in
the winner's circle m 1'% with Stan Gold-
thorpe at the wheel, but his North Herts 750
Centre team could not muster the specd ol the
750 Special Builders who fiebded & very stromg
six car team for Jon Wingrove (Joma), Bryan
Clayton {(Vitesse Mk 3, Nick and Chriz Con-
rad (DC-Reliant), David MNewman (DNC Mk
) and David Coombs (Special); they
finished eighth just behind the leading For-
mula 1200 team of Colin Bishop (Dison), Jeff
Ward (Rejo), Bill Mallett (Milmor Mk 3),
Wally Hayward {Scorpiond and Fred Burbury
{FTH), who were very well up considering that
thoy were second from scratch.

Viva Deivers’ Club (6. D, B aiur:.'m.-l 4. H
Ll‘wrm A, J. Basumoal, €. J. M. Cobarn, P.
Garrat and E. Heasell), 30 daps; 2, Hislosic
Gpars Car Club [C. W. Drake, D, Muifvead, A, D
Imris, K. Fln%rl. M. D, B, MeGrath snd E. Hail),
alaim 3, Gars & Car Corversbona (C. Mine, A
hh‘.tlh-. . Tichory and J. Gawvin), J0d: 4, Ausbn.
Hosloy Club (R, H, Bugd, A Appishy and J.
Harris), 304; 5 -*-tll)ﬁ Mrtin Owrllrl Chub (T.
G, Leako, W Bautchir, M. Cus
ﬂ-un:l WL 1! wa ot 1 Flngl:lt-r (R, A nﬂm.
Q. Gluskl, C. Jones, G. P. Brown
-‘- F' 'ﬁ'-lhmurj 208: 7, Sp-enu.ll Budldars 100 .;1: 4.
B-H J4. @, 'h'lrd W. Malafl, 'W. F. Hayward
"T. Busbury), 293: B, 750 Special Bullders
J. Wingrove, 8. Clavien, M. C. Conrad, D.
, O. Howmsn and C. J. Conrad), 293: 9,
Windsor Car Chub [E. Busoe, K, G. Batos, ¥
Tallourd-Cook, . M. A. MaHin and P, Boawer),
Hi‘ 1€| MO CC Spridgeds (M. Boer, 5. F. Beer,
1& and B. Hancock), ﬂt?; 11, SBurrsy
ior Club (K, W. Dasf, C. Dast, P
Bﬁ\‘ruu ond P. Awston), 201: 12, Sporiing BAC
1 . Bryanl, oJ. m, oJ. A Tessdels, O
Mayoock and A, Peatcs], 288 13, Odds and Bada
mﬁrw J. Trace, M. Gates and M. Fulford),
¢ 1, Foersula 1200 (D, Bowdey, F. Bush, N,
Manning and W. J. Morel), 283; 15, Essl Burrey
Clubman‘s (8. 0. Rows, G. Diyer, K. Slorey and
Al . Brunnéng), 280: 18, Davrian Care (& God-
frey, A. W. Beilg and A. R. B, Evana), 378
Morih Heris 750 Centre (P. 51 Barbs, K. B,
; P. GriMin and J. Mensfeld-Clarks), 237.

Poshions sl 1 hour: 1. Wiva DC; 2, Cams & Car
Conversions; 3, Odds & Sods: 4, MG CC T Ae-

for; 5, Asion Mamin OC; B, Bpecial Buitdar
1200 and_Austin-Hoaley CC: 8, Spnnln-u BMC e
Histoeio SCC: 10, East Gurtey GClubmen, ¥ Hosrs:
1, Wiva ©C; 2, Hiwloric SCC; 3, Gors & Car Con-
RSSO 4 .ﬁ.‘l?{lﬂ Mgrlln D(: sl MG CC T Fa-
giater; 8, Austin-Hesles ©C; T, Surrey SMC: 8§,
MG OF Sprdgels: §, 750 Speclal Buildors: 10,

DC; 2, Historie i 3, Corg & Car Comersions:
4, AisstinHeokey 25, Aston Madin OC sed
ﬂg % gpgml-lui th:pnm Bulidors 1200 and
O Bpecisl Buikders. § Wowrs: 1, Viv uc.?nﬁ
foric BOC; 3. Car Arstin.

Cars & BrRicna;
MIII)'DG.E MEHM-"EHQG'I- MGEH:TFI-
1 apur;? N l Epulul B ke

200; - :I'itl Spacinl o, Windsor CC.
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Mike Fulford's AC Ace pits to hand over io Jellow dds and Sods man, Johwm Grop
iMilmor ME T tfc), who iy jusi being given the sash by Nis ream manager,

Tom Leake weni well for the Aston Mariin OC in his DBAGT Zogaro wnil My cluich
expired. Windser CC Lotus 47 driver Ted Baunce shodows him.

Pliz gowne with Alan Dapkin preparing to relleve a teawemsate with by Midger. The
Sporting BMC man on the drewdl is aboul to be sgnalled,



